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What do I do next?
Introduce restrictions

Introduce smoking restrictions to prepare your customers
for the ban – no smoking at the bar, separate areas, or
limit when your customers can smoke.

Plan ahead
Look at the space you have and think about how you 
could change it.

Find out about planning permission
Contact your local council to check whether you need
planning permission or even a new license for any
changes, even for any tables and chairs you are planning
to put outside your premises.

Do your research
Contact companies to find out about heaters, furniture,
awnings, etc. Most companies will offer to visit your
premises and advise you on the options.

Talk to suppliers
Your suppliers may be willing to give you branded
umbrellas or to advertise on partitions or roofs. 
Ask soon as others will be talking to them too!

Contact building contractors
If you are going to have any building work done, start
talking to builders now. It could take longer than you
think, particularly if you need to get planning permission.

Consult your regulars
Get ideas from your regulars; by involving them at the
planning stage, they will be more inclined to embrace 
the changes and stay loyal to your pub.

Taking action

Helpful pointers
Security

Ensure the outside area can be secured when the pub is shut.

Positioning
If possible create a space at the rear of your premises. It
will give your customers more privacy and will enable you
to keep an eye on the comings and goings.

Entertainment
If you have a jukebox, pool table, TV, etc monitor their use.
You may be better off moving them outside.

Paint and planting
Both can change an area dramatically with minimum cost,
and plants may provide your customers with a windbreak.

Ground work
Make sure that it is easy to clean, will not become slippery
when wet or sodden with rain, and is high-heel friendly.

Budget
It needn’t cost a fortune; be realistic about what you want,
what you can afford and what you can get for your money.

Stand out from the crowd
Irish bars have also been grocers, post offices and petrol
stations for many years, particularly in isolated areas.
Think about how you could provide something different
from the competition.

Ashtrays
Make sure you provide plenty of ashtrays in any smoking
area and empty them on a regular basis – it will save time
on your cleaning up at the end of the night and keep your
outside area tidy.

Awnings and parasols
Many companies are aware of the legislation and are
adapting their products accordingly. The three main
options are:
● Traditional awnings attached to the side of the building

that can be retracted. Prices start at around £1000 and
go up in price, depending on the size

● Large parasols with integral heating and lighting
systems; these can also have sides attached that can act
as a windbreak and secure the contents when the venue
is closed. The price of a parasol depends on the size and
quantity ordered, but running costs for a parasol which
will heat up to 12 people are less than 25p an hour

● All-weather awnings with frame fixings that can be
used for listed buildings

Heaters
Heaters can be freestanding, wall-mounted or table top,
and can be infrared, propane or LPG fuelled. Consider the
running costs as well as the initial outlay.
● One wall-mounted infrared heater will cost about 

£120 + VAT and installation and will heat up to eight
people at a cost of about 12p an hour.

● Table-top heaters start at around £100, freestanding
gas heaters start at around £250.

● The running costs will depend on the power of the
heater – one cylinder can last between 15 and 45 hours!

Many companies advertise in trade magazines and
will visit your premises to discuss the options. 
Get several quotes before deciding on your best option.

Awnings, parasols and heaters – what to consider






